Society.
The specialty of diseases of the Throat, Nose and Ear to which I have devoted my energies, is a relatively young specialty. At first it was looked upon with some suspicion and not without a certain amount of derision. It has had to fight for its position and recognition, but I think it will be generally agreed that at the present day it is recognized as an important branch both of medicine and of surgery. Unlike certain other specialities, its sphere of activities is not limited to one or two particular organs or parts of the body. Its ramifications extend into many branches of general medicine and surgery. Our specialty has to deal with diseases of the ear and the intra-cranial complications which arise from suppuration in these organs. All conditions of the upper respiratory tract, the nose, throat, mouth and larynx are included in our work, while many of the surgical affections in the neck come within our province. The conditions met with in the oesophagus from the entrance of that tube down to the stomach are almost exclusively dealt with by throat surgeons, while as regards the lungs, many surgical conditions, especially that of foreign bodies in the lungs (with regard to which much brilliant and successful work is being done), are an almost exclusive part of our specialty.
In general medicine many of the conditions which affect the more remote parts of the body and more remote organs, are recognized as having their origin in the upper respiratory tract.
The old idea that a nasal surgeon was one whose chief work was to enable a patient to important function, the general metabolism of the individual will be very considerably upset, and the general health will be impaired.
To-day, however, I do not wish to speak to you regarding this function, but rather to draw your attention to a new aspect of the specialty which has arisen in recent years. I wish to speak to you to-day of the nasal accessory sinuses and of the importance of infection of these cavities in relationship to general practice.
The accessory sinuses of the nose are cavities in the bones of the skull which communicate with the nasal passages through their ostea or openings. These 
